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powers showed signs of failing him, it has been
meant generally, and probably meant truly, that
a certain change had taken place in his brain.
There are other cases, however, in which similar
signs occur? but the cause to which they are due
is altogether different. It is external, it is not
internal. No change is involved in the brain of
the roan in question. His powers may still
exist in all their earlier vigour. What does not
exist as it once did is the earlier stimulus to use
them. The powers of some men, for instance,
have been mainly roused by poverty, those of
others by ambition ; and with, the achievement
either of fame or riches the powers have not
decaj^ed, they have only been employed languidly.
Mr. Tennyson's case, we conceive, is analogous
in one way to these. "We do not mean that
either fame or wealth has affected in any degree
the exercise of' his genius, but that the cause
that has affected it is equally external. It is
not in him, it is without him. His last volume
must convince us that his vigour is unimpaired.
His sight is not dim, nor his bodily strength"
abated, "We may compare him to a mirror
reflecting the sky's light on us, which was
-once dazzling, but which has slowly been growing